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CONFIDENTIAL MBFR VIENNA 0434 

MBFR NEGOTIATIONS 

FROM US REP MBFR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR NEGOTIATIONS: SEPTEMBER 26 PLENARY 
SESSION - EASTERN STATEMENT 

REF: MBFR VIENNA 0426 (DTG 261610Z SEP 75) 

1. THIS TELEGRAM SUMMARIZES THE MAIN POINTS OF THE STATEMENT 
DELIVERED SEPTEMBER 26, 1975 BY GDR REP (OESER) AT THE 
OPENING PLENARY MEETING OF THE SEVENTH ROUND OF THE MBFR 
NEGOTIATIONS: 

2. SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION OF CSCE AT HELSINKI WAS MEANINGFUL, 
HISTORICAL STEP SHOWING THAT MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE RESULTS 
AMONG PARTICIPATING STATES CAN BE REACHED ON BASIS OF 
PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE AND DETENTE. 
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3. UNDER IMPROVED POST-HELSINKI POLITICAL CONDITIONS, 

SOCIALIST STATES BELIEVE POLITICAL DETENTE SHOULD BE 
SUPPLEMENTED WITH PRACTICAL MEASURES OF MILITARY DETENTE 
AND THAT THE HELSINKI CONFERENCE SHOULD BE AN IMPULSE FOR 
ALL PARTICIPANTS TO CONTINUE TO WORK INTENSIVELY TOWARDS 
ACHIEVEMENT OF MUTUALLY AGREED GOAL AT VIENNA. 

4. EAST ATTACHED GREAT IMPORTANCE TO REDUCTION OF MILITARY 
CONFRONTATION IN CENTRAL EUROPE, AS EXEMPLIFIED BY EXISTING 
CONCENTRATION OF GROUND AND AIR FORCES, INCLUDING NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. 

5. EASTERN DRAFT AGREEMENT OF NOVEMBER 1973 AND SUBSEQUENT 
SUPPLEMENTAL PROPOSALS PROVIDED CONCRETE BASIS FOR MUTUAL AND 
EQUITABLE FORCE REDUCTIONS OVER A FIXED PERIOD OF TIME. 

6. IT WAS ONLY BECAUSE OF WESTERN FAILURE TO REACT POSITIVELY 
THAT THE FIRST STAGE OF REDUCTIONS UNDER EASTERN PROPOSALS 
HAD SO FAR NOT BEGUN IN 1975. 

7. SOCIALIST STATES DID NOT INSIST ON A COMPREHENSIVE 
AGREEMENT FROM THE OUTSET, BUT RATHER HAD PROPOSED A FIRST 
STAGE OF REDUCTIONS COMBINED WITH A COMMITMENT BY PARTICIPANTS 
NOT TO INCREASE THE NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF THEIR FORCES FOR 

THE DURATION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

8. EAST HAD SHOWN READINESS TO MAKE PRACTICAL MOVE FORWARD 
BY ALSO PROPOSING THAT PARTICIPANTS DEVELOP AGREED DEFINITION, 
FOR PURPOSES OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, OF WHICH TROOPS BELONGED TO 
GROUND AND WHICH TO AIR FORCES. 

9. HOWEVER, CONTRARY TO THE SPIRIT OF HELSINKI AND 

AIM OF VIENNA TALKS, US AND FRG HAD SUPPLEMENTED THEIR 
FORCES IN REDUCTIONS AREA BY COMBAT UNITS WITH MODERN ARMS, 
WHILE NATO DIRECT PARTICIPANTS CONTINUED TO ADHERE RIGIDLY 
TO ALL SUBSTANTIVE ELEMENTS OF THEIR OUTLINE OF PROPOSALS, 

A PROGRAM WHICH WAS IN OPEN CONTRADICTION TO AGREED TASKS 
AND PRINCIPLES OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

10. EAST CONSIDERED THAT DECISIVE QUESTIONS UPON WHICH 
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PARTICIPANTS MUST FOCUS ATTENTION WERE: 

A. NECESSITY FOR ALL DIRECT PARTICIPANTS TO ASSUME 

FROM THE OUTSET CONCRETE REDUCTION OBLIGATIONS CONCERNING 
THEIR ARMED FORCES AND ARMAMENTS. 

B. GROUND AND AIR FORCES AND NUCLEAR ELEMENTS, ALONG WITH 
THEIR ARMS AND COMBAT EQUIPMENT, MUST BE INCLUDED. 
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C. REDUCTION OBLIGATIONS OF ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST BE 
THE SAME SO THAT EXISTING FORCE RELATIONSHIP IS NOT 
CHANGED TO BENEFIT OF SOME AND DETRIMENT OF OTHERS. 

1 1 . IT WAS NOW UP TO WEST, WHICH SO FAR HAD PREFERRED TO 
PLAY A WAITING GAME, TO MATCH EASTERN READINESS TO MAKE 
CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS SOLUTION OF THESE 
KEY QUESTIONS. 

12. AGREEMENT IN VIENNA TO IMPLEMENT EASTERN PROPOSALS 
WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO SECURITY OF ALL PARTICIPANTS, AS WELL 
AS OF EUROPE AS A WHOLE, AND WOULD SUPPLEMENT POLITICAL 
DETENTE WITH MILITARY DETENTE. 

13. FULL TEXT OF GDR STATEMENT FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM. 

RESOR 
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